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_TREATISE® 


FOR- 


THIS AGE: 


Occaſfioned by a Letter written by | 
one Mr. Woolſey priſoner i in Norwich , to , 
the then-exiled 1Chorch at Amſterdam, i in | 
which he endeavours to prove it unlaw- 4 
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we I 
rage of offered to idols, now in the FO 3 
EY Which Letter is 5 by the conſent of che Gd © int 1 
Church anfwered 3 the Grounds and Reaſons . *© | E 
therein, canned refute ; and the con- RH» 5 
| rrary chereunto pipve 2: nd : 4: 22S 
| Stanſhal Merc Y-- - | 
| _ Written log fince, bur never publiſhedci | OS 
| 5  Gal.5. 1.- Stand fait in the liberty 1) that Chriſt bath made 70 Jous * 
j- free; aud be no more enitangled inshe yoke of bondage. # 
ber Col.2:16,17. po rrp ark j wlng. 5-0 in meat, or in j6 
[ _ - driwh, or inreſþeft of 4 holy day, or of the new moon, or of 'F 
the ſabbath 7" which are a <baes of _ to come: but is 
the body i of Chrif. _ - 
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oO the Reader. | : 


2 &# He Lord hath heen pleaſed , 1 his tender 
mercy towards his Church, 1# all ages, to 
raiſe up faithful wſiruments , as theſe 
whoſe riames are ſet to this Treatiſe ;, e- 
Riz 9 pecally that faithful godly man, Mr. 
wy Henry Ainſworth , who appeared, 
whil he lived, a &right Star in Chris's vight hand , la- 
bouring abundantly in the work of the Lord , in opening 
the Scriptures ; as his Commentaries 0a the five books of 
Moſes, the book of Pſalms, azzd the Song of Songs, do 
maifeſt ; as likewiſe , his Communion of Saints, 
Counter-poyſon , ad Detence of holy Scripture ; 
together with his Trying out of Truth, Arrow againſt 
Idolatry , azd druers other Treatiſes written by him, 112 
defence of the truth of God, like a faithful Shepherd, who 
never fled from the flock over which the holy Ghott had — 
made him overſeer , but like a valiant * ſouldier of Jeſus * Tim. x. 
Chri#t r1dtag upon the white horſe of his Word, under the 3& R&v. 
| conduF of Christ our * Captain , fought the good fight of i bg 
| faith , and finiſhed his courſe : ſo that I may boldly ſay, Hebat, 4. 
| by what I have heard from ſome that remarn alrye , who © 
ſaw his life and death , and by what I have read in his 
5 works , that he hath recerued a crown of T1ghteouſyeſs ; 
and as the Apoitle ſaith of Abel, whoſe works were righ- 
teows, that he being dead,yet ſpeaketh 5, ſo in like manner, 
though he be dead, yet he ſpeaketh in hisWorks , as in 0- gee the 5 
ther, ſo inthys Treatiſe , God hautag giuenbim a gift Books of 
1 epentng the myſteries contained 11 the Law of Shadows. rn 
May 1n theſe days are trout led abont the eatizg of blood, onthems 
things ſtrangled, and things offered toidols : wheretn 1 
doubt not , through the bleſsng of God, if thu 1 reatiſe 
be read with & ſingle eye , here will appear many reaſons 
2 deduced 
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| 0 the Reader. . : 

aeduced from Scripture , ſatisfafory to any doubting foul 
7 that particular, who ewn.s the Scriptave, comparing (pi- 
1Cer.z.r3 Titwal things with ſpiritual, according to the aduice of the 
Iai.8.zo, holy Ghoſt, To the law and to the teſtament, where 
ts revealed the whole counſel of God : ſo that men need 

Rom.1o. z0t ſay 17: their hearts, Who ſhall aſcend into heaven, &c. 
ARt.20.27. os if the Lord had not left tn his writtea Word a perfef 
rule for all 1s Saints to walk by tn the order of his Geſpel, 
and to reſolue all doubts. And hereby Satan gets ad- 
vantage to 7utnate the communzon of Sains , in that they 
ere carried aboat with every wind of dofarinegtill through 
confuſion they even deny the Lord that bought them;ſl 1ht- 
ing bis Word, that ſhall judge them o0ze day, calling it a 
dead letter,omning nothing as the Word,bui Chrisi; hough 
Prov.30.4- the Scripture ſaith, Every word of God 15 pure, But thoſe 
that thus ſlight the Scripture, believe it 10t © for thoſe that 

ITheſ.2.13 beltewe it, andrecerue it not as the word of may, but as it 
& in:truth,the word of God,find its efleual work in them, 

e Pet.1.19 4s 4 light ſhining 1# 4 dark place. David ſaith, Through 
Plal, 219, thyprecepts 1 get underſtanding ; therefore I hate every 
Wet *7i» falſe way : For the law of thy mouth [ 55) better unto me 
"  thenzhouſunds of gold andſilyer. T rejoyce at thy Word, 

as one that findeth great ſpoil, Alſo Job alſo ſaith, 1 

have eſteemed the words of his mouth more then my nece(- 

ſary food, If Goſpel-profeſſors would thus eſteem of the 

words of God , ſurely there would r0t be ſuch diſtraon 

among them. * TI ſhall ſay zo more in commendation of 

Plal.33. x, the Authors of this Treatiſe, (though praiſe us comely for 
the upright) but deſire the Lord to ſet home what us here 

written, to the hearts of all thoſe that are troubled in this 

point , and preſerve hi elee from the dangerous Erroars 

Rev. 3.4. &f theſe times, keeptng therr garments always white , that 

they may be found worthy to exter into the joy of their Lord, 

Amen. : To VV. 
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The Elders and Brethren of the Englifb 
Church in Amſterdam, To Hr. Woolſey 
priſener in Norwich , wiſdom and grace be mul- 
riplied by Ghrifl , to acknowledge and walk in 
Chriſt, 4s we have received commandment from 
the Father. 


EQS ic is a part of our joy and comforr, 
Y (amidft the many 2fiRtions allotted 
<) us in this life ) to behold the truth of 
2& the Goſpel preyaile with thoſe that are 
z upright of heart,and tread with a right 
yp footin the praQtiſeof the ſame 2 ſoir is 
S 10 lictle grief co ſee or hear of the de- 
clining of any from the ſtrait paths of 
the Lord, to either hand: of which fort there is great ſtore 
this day, (as always hath been before time) Touchigg whom 
| we may complain to the Lord with the Prophet, * Tho beſt * Ifa.s.3- 
Fo multiplied the Nation, but baft not encreaſed the joy. 

And you which io your late Letter unto us blame the diver- 
ficies of Opinions in the ſwall number of thoſe that are Se- 
parated from the Idelatrons Church, as eryeurs and tes, 
—_— and contrary to the whole truth of God, and true 
libertie of the Goſpell, &c. (ſhould haye laid co heart your 
own words ,- and ſpared to publiſh ſo dangerous an error, un- 
der pretence of clearing your ſelfe (as you fay) both of error 
and herefie. But as all the rivers of Damaſcus could not waſh _ 
away Alaamans Leprofie , fo neither can all the reaſons that * Kings 5- 
you haye readered , excuſe or cleanſe your DoArine from the 


contagion of herefie; if you perfiſt and go forward a » 
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>, 
hold your ſelfe, to perſwade and thruſt 'upoa others, your ab- 
Ainence from meats,which is reckoned by the Holy Ghoſt for a 
DoRtrine of Devils, x Tim.4.1.3, 

Touching which point , although you have had heretofore 
ſufficient anſwer (wee doubt not) by that fairhful Martyr of 
* Prov.10. * blefſed nvemorie Mr. H Barrow, wherein as you ought and 
7. ſhould , ſo we might and would reſt, without making further 

reply : Yet becauſe wee have {for the preſent) no Coppy of 
thoſe writings , that might witneſle for us hereafter , neicher 
as we thinke were they ſentunto you in the name of the whole 
Church then at Londow, we have now written briefely what 
God hath given us to ſee in this matter z hoping that this joynt 
ſentence of our Church, confirmed by the Word of the Lord, 
will take eft:&, (through his grace) for the dilvading and ree 
claiming of you trom your Errour ; otherwiſe, that you may 
have the leſs excutc in the day of Chritt, And God which 
Pal. 92, hath taught us trom our youth until now, forſake us not, even 
17,18. in our old-ape and gray heads, till we have declared his Go- 
ſpel uato this generation , and the truth thereof ro ſo many of 
thoſe that are to come, as it ſhall pleaſe him. 


The DoQtine which in your Letter you would maintain for 
the truth of God , - wherein you are obedient nuts him (you 
ſay) 45 all others mu$t be , that truly fear has Name , is, 
That you will not willingly eat blood, nor things ftrangled, 
vor things offered to [dols. 

For the abftaining from Bloud, you alleadge three Reaſons. 
i. The commandment of God to Noab, Gen.9.4. 2.HuG 
commandment by Moſes to Iſrael, D:ur.1 2.16, Levit.17, 
13,14. And 3, by the whole company of the Apoſtles, 
Elders and brethren at Jeruſalem, to the Churches of the 
Gentiles, AQs 15. 23,28,29. 

From which you conclude, that it remaineth firm and [are 
to this day, as any other teftimonies of boly Scripture. to 
be obſerved of all the faithful till the commng of Chr:i+. 
After this, you make anſwer to certain miſ-alleadgings (as 
you call them) of other Scriptures againſt this truth. 

" And ficft, for the commandment given to Noah, you i 
$PAL 
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(3) 
that nothing hath been or can be ſaid againſt it. Whereto 
we anſwer, that we haye cauſe to doubt of your fidelity, when 
you affirm nothing hath been faid , and to blame your confi- 
dence, for ayouching nething can be ſaid agairft the perpetuity 
of that commandments And for the fiift, (to free your fit of 
ſuſpicion ) we pray you ſend us a true and perf:& Copie of :1! 
that MreBarrow(to omit others)did write unto you t for there 
we are perſwaded ſomething hath been ſaid againſt it, For 
the later, we wiſh you to follow the counſel of the holy Ghoſt, | 
that ſaith a, Onderſtand according to ſobriety , and be net © Rom.1:, 
wiſe in your ſelf ; conſidering thatthe Word of God b came yy pe 
not out from you, neither came it unto yow onely. The ab- ”_ p 
inence from blood commanded to Noah, we hold tobe tem- 
rary, and was then a figure for the time preſent, but is now 
difannulled c for the weakneſs and unproficableneſs thereof ; c Heb. 7. 
And that for tlieſe Reaſons. | 18, 
I, Becauſe the other obſeryations of Religion in thoſe times 
before the Law was givea by /fofſes, were for the ou:ward 
things figures and ſhadows d, as buildirg of Altars, offering 4Gen.s. 
of Sacrifices , e difference of bealts clezn and unclean, f pays 20. & 12.7 
ing of Tythes, cftcring of g Firftsfruics, þ Circumciſion , and © Gen.7. 
ſuadry thelike, So that it helpeth not to ſay abſtinence from / — 
bloud was commanded before the Law of Aoſes, and theres x7. = 
fore is now to continue, more tken it will help a Jew to fay; x Gen.4.4. 
Circumciſion, Kc. was commanded before Moſes Law, b Gen. r7. 
(Yea Chriſt himſelf faith s ic was not of Aſoſes,bur of the fa- ?.)9Þ-7.22+ 
thers) therefore it is to continue (ill, 
2. We underftand ( according to that ſmall meaſure of 
light which God hath given us in thoſe dark ſhadows) that 
abſtinence from blood was a figure of our ſanQification , and 
that in three reſpects, 1, The firſt concerning Gods Worſhip 
and Service , which that it might with the more holineſs and 
reyerence be uſed and regarded , he would haye fome ſpecial 
things not profaned or in common uſe of mea, So he forba4 
"the making or ufiag of that holy Oyl wherewith his SanAtua- 
ry and Prieſts were anointed, Exed.30.23,31-33. and the 
like of that precious Perfume, Exod.30.37. Allo, he forbad 
them to eat that fat of beaſts which they ſhould burn on the 
altar 
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(4 
altar tothe Lord, Levit.7.2 - And that the blood was for- 
bidden 'alo in this regard, appeareth by Levie.1 7.11, For 
. that the ſoul of the fleſh is in the blood, and I bave given it 
$0 you (faith the Lord) for an atonement for your ſouls : So 
| thatthe common eating of any blood might haye bred in them 
a contempt of che price of their atonement, which was in 
*Heb.9.14 figure the blood of beaſts, bur in truth the * blood of Chriſt, 
Axd for as much as this ſacrificing of Beafts was in Noabs 
tGen.4. timeand f before, it was meer in the wiſdom of God, when 
he gave them fleſh to ext;to debar them of the blood , for the 
cauſe mentioned. 
The ſecond reſpeR cotcerned thankfulneſs ro God for the 
uſe of his creatures which he giveth unto the ſons of men, 
Therefore of them all the Lord reſerved one principal part from - 
himſelf, chat thereby his people might acknowledg his good- 
*Rxo0d.23. neſs. Such was the law of all * firſt-fruics , Dewt.2 6. which 
Ig. every man wasto bring before the Lord, acknowledging b his 
- I 3- own unworthineſs, and Gods mercie in giving him the increaſe 
verſe 5,9, Of that good land. In like fort they were forbidden to do any 
Io. work with their firſt-born bullock , or ſheere their firft-born 
ſheep, or cat them otherwhere then before the Lord, Dext.1 5. 
I 9. Yea, all their own firft-born Children they muſt redeeme, 
and the yery -——_ _ they = to _ or kill, Exod. 
.19.20. rree that anted tor meat, they might 
= cat arg firſt NG » in the fourth all the 
| fruic was to be holy to the praiſe of the Lord, and in the fifth 
| year they did cat, Lewit.1 9.23. When they eat of the bread of 
| the land,they mult offer a cake of the firſt of the dough, Nam. 
I 5.19.20. and ſundry the like. Accordingly do we under- 
ſtand the Lords minde here, that giving them fleſh co eat, be 
reftrayned the blood, as being a thing wherein they had no in- 
tereſt; but the Lord ; for that it was the ſoul or life, that is the 
Chiefeſt part of every beaſt z and ſo their reſtraint from blood 
to be an occelion for them to praiſe the Lord, that had per» 
mitred chem rhe fleſh to ear. 

The third reſpeA concerned the loye of mea each to other, 
that they ſhould abftain from Cruel affeRions , and ſalvage 
kerceneſs , and yur oa the bowels of meckneſs , gentleneſs, 

com- 
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compaſſion, ec. fiot ohely towards their frieads, but alſo their 
enemies z whereunto they were led by ſundry figures; and 
taught their duties to men, by their behaviour to brute beaſts, 
Of chis fort were the abſtayning from aoy. bird when they 
tcok the eggs or the Yong ,-Dewt,22.6,7- The helping of 
their neighbours (yea their enemies) beaſt when ic is ſtrayed, 
or lay under the burthen, Exod. 2 3.4,5. Deut.22.4. The aor 
muzling of the oxes mouth that trod out the corn, Dewt.2 5,4. 
The refting of Beaſts on the Sabbath day, Dewt.5. with ſuch 
like, And that the Lord in ſparing the blacd of Beaſts ; ha4 
regard herein to the blood of men, appeareth- by the nexc 
words in Gen.9.5. ſaying, Azd ſurely I will require your 
blood wherein your lives are, at the hand of every Beaſt, 
&:. Whereby he ſheweth how precious the blood of men 
was in his eyes, that would puniſh the ſhedding thereof both 
on men and Beaits : and therefore to the end they might for- 
beare the ſpilling of each others life , he withheld chem from 
eating the life , that is, the blood of Beaſts, It might ſeeme a 
kinde of cruelty to eat Beaſts blood , and want of . humane 
clemencic « wherefore: Soloyuon noteth a righteous man even p;oy.xe. 
dy this, that he regardeth the life of his Beaſ# 5 and addeth 10. 
on the contrary, But the mercies of the wicked ave crucl. 
By which oppoſition it appeareth, that God in reftrayning the 
life or blood of Beaſts , intended hereby to reſtrain men from 
cruelty. 

3» "We hold the abſtinence from blood to be figurative and 
temporarie , upon that which is written Co/.2.16,17. Let no 
214n condewn you in meat and indrink , or in reſpett of au 
holy day, or new moon, or ſabbaths, which are a ſhadow of 
things tocome: but the body is of Chriſt, Where he plain- 
ly reckoneth meat and drink among other ſhaddows; and ex- 
cepteth not any meat, no not blood, nor any feaſt, no not the. 
Sabbath. Ifir be ſaid , Pax! ſpeaketh of meats and drinks 
under Ffoſes law onely, and not of blood, which was forbid- 
den long before to Noah ; wee aniwer, 1, that blood was alfo 
forbidden in Aﬀoſes law amongſt other meats, therefore is Eevit. 17, 
here alſo abrogated among other meatss 2. Again, as much P<v%* 12. 
may be laid for the Sabbath of = ſeyenth day, as for blood , 

yea 
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| yea more, bothin regard of the antiquitie, and of the uſe and 
Gen,2,3> end; For the prohibition of blood began but in Noabs time, 
Ze but the ſeventh day was ſanQtified from the beginning of che 
world : fo that if blood maybe exempred from the Apoliles 
general abrogating of meats, becauſe that edit was more an« 
ciefit then the Law, then much more may the ſeyenth day be 
exempted from amongſt the other ſabbaths, becauſe it was of 
farre greater antiquitie, The uſe and end alſo of the ſeyenth 
day was more excellent then that of blood 2 for blood was 
Scn.g, forbidden (as you alledge) b:cauſe it was the life of the Beaſt, 
25% ging bne worke on the ſeventh day was forbidden for a remember- 
19315. Ance ofthecreation of the world, and reſt of God ; and for a 
Exod.zr. figne that we might know that the Lord doth ſanRifie us : fo 
13. that the end of the ſabvath in this reſpeR excelleth che end of 
blood. And if further it be faid { as afterwards'1o your Letter 
you urge) that blood was forbidden becauſe it was the life , 
and ſeeing it is the life to this day , therefore to this day it may 
not beeatenz we anſwer, As much may be ſaid for the Sab- 
Heb.17. 3, baths ; thatto this day, and always, .a rememberance is to be 
Reve.4.17, kept of the creation of the world and reſt of Sod ; now and 
& 14.7. alwaysitis the Lord that ſanCtifieth us, 
Heb.4.10) Wherefore we conclude from this Teſtimonie of Pas/s, that 
ur. 1Ihd. if none may condemn us in reſpeR of che ſeventh day , more 
$« 23. : , 
then of the other feaſts and ſabbaths, ſo neither may any con= 
demne us for blood, more then other meats or dric.ks, which 
were ſhaddows of things te come, whoſe body wee haye in 
Chriſt. | | 
4. That the prohibition of eating iblood in Gex.g9. was 
verſes, figurative , appeareth by the puniſhment of murcher, there 
werſe.g, preſently anrexed y the Lord ſaying , Whoſo ſheddeth mans 
blood, by man (pall his blood be ſhed. Yea, at the hand of 
every Beaſt (as well as of every man) God required che blood 
of man, And of the beaſt he required it chus( as at the 
publiſhing of the law appeareth) that che oxe which goared £0 
death man or woman ſhould be ſtoned to death, and the fl:h 
thereof not eaten, Exod.21.28. And that this was figurative, 
your ſelf (we think) will not deny ; for you mention no ſcruple 
thereof in your Letter. But if any would make conſcience of 
\uffering 
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ſufferiog ſuch a beaſt to live,or cating the fleſh thereofghe might 
fetch his ground from Noabs time» 25 well as you that will 
eat no blood... | 

' 5. Ir maybe ſhawed to be a Type or ſhadow, and now 


abrogated,' by the lame reaſonthar Pand alledgech tor eatiag 1. Cor.1s, 
all other meats, ſaying , Every thing that is ſold inthe 55,6. 


Shambles, eat ye, making na queſtion for copſciexce ſake ; 
for the earth is the Lords, and:the plenty thereof. : which 
teflimonie of Davzd, if it be of weightto ſertle the conſcience 
rouching other meats , then of bloed alſo, ſeeing it is a part of 
the plenty of theearth, and the Lords, as: well-as any other 
thing which now he hath given us free uſe of by Chrift , ac- 
cording as it is written, that chis world and all other things ate 
ours ; we Chrifts, and Chrift Gods, 1 Car.3.,21,232-23, 
Thus have we (hewed you ſomething of that which may be 
ſaid againſt the perpetuity of that law in Gen.9. which is the 
ground of your erronious building. 
The next reaſon by you alleadged from the law of Afoſes, 
falleth with the former ; and by all the arguments which we 
have brought , is ſhewed to be. Typical -- and you may aſwel 
deny any other of Afeſes ordinances to be ſhaddows, as this : 
Yee you ſay that Zewie:17.1 Tr. is. milalledged , where God 
faith, For the. ſoul of the fleſh it (5s) in the. blaed. and [ 
have gives it to you nyon the altar to makes atonement for 
yonr ſouls. 1fthis be: miſalledged {as you write) and proy- 
eth ic norco bea fhaddow ; then-we: mult | belteve.ic is che 
ſubſtance and triith 2 Then atonement for.mens fins is wrought 
by the blood of Beaſts, in deed and- truth , notin Type and 
figure. See whicher your error leadeth you. The Holy-Ghoſt 
faith, It is snpoſſible that the Blond of Balls and goats 
ſhould take: away fins g' Heb.1 0.4. bnt it 55 the: bland of 
Chrift that cleanſeth ns from all fins, 2 Joh 11.7. Whereas 
therefore the Law taich, / have given Beaſts 'b10od wpon the 
alcay to make atonement for your ſauls, it. malt- needs be 
figuracively.ipoken. And you are greatly to-blame to: wrice 
as you haye done , that this Scripture is milalledged--;/Yet to 
qualifie the matter, and help yourſelf z you write, that you 
confeſſe as the truth is , that: the ſacrificial blaod had tws 
>" canſes 
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eanſes why it wight not be eaten; the one gentral, becauſe 
it was the life , the other particular, becawſe it was the a- 
goxement. Butthis isnot to confeſſe as the truth is , for you 
eonfeſſe not ar all that it was typical, (which you muſt do, ex- 
cept you will renounce Chriſt who is the truth. ) Nay, after- 
ward you write very peremptorily that /t was not, i not, nor 
ever ſhall be proved, that the not eating of all blood was 
typical : Tea, that it had not any foot of type or ceremony 
is it, And further from the truth is that which followeth in 
yourLetter,that the cauſe of forbidding common blood,was 
ove onely , to wit, becanſe it ts the life, which remaineth 
frill the canſe before the Lord, why it might not be eatex, 
and (hall remaine the canſe till the comming of Chrif. 
Herein you deceive your {elf, and would deceive others, mak- 
iog a figurative and temporary cauſe, tobe a cauſein truth and 
for ever. For the ſtrength of your reaſon ſeemeth.to be this 2 
Blood might not thea be eaten , becauſe ir was the life ; the 
fame caufe continueth now, for it is the life till, and ſo ſhall 
continue till the coming of Chriſt : therefore it may not now 
be catens The falſchood of which Argument we will ſhew 
you by the like, In Levig.11.7. God faith, The ſwine bee 
canſe it parteth the booſe, but chemeth not the Cud, it ſhall 
'be nncleane unto you. you ſhall not eat thereof. Whereupon 
the Jew mightthus argue ; Of a ſwine we might not then eat, 
beganſe it parted the boof , but cheweth not the Cud, aud 
the ſame cauſe continueth ftill , for tothis day the ſwine 
The oe -47 parteth the hoofe, but cheweth not the Cui :; therefore to 
Gras ru this day we may not eat of ſwines fleſh, Such is your reaſon 
bath day,ac again(t eating of blood, whiles you make the cauſe to be in the 
before we \ nature of. the Creature, wbich you ſhould pur in the will ar:d 
have Joie appointment of the Creator, For why might not Beafts that 
; chewed riot the Cud be eaten then, as well as Beaſts that did 
chew the Cud ? bur becauſe it pleaſed God to exempt them in 

Type and figure for otherwiſe all Gods Creatures are in their 

own nature good and cleane, Gex.1,31., Row. T 4,14. Eyen 

ſomay ir be ſaid, Why might not the blood be eaten as well as 

the fleſh , bur becauſe God would exempr it alſo in Type and 

figure, as before we have proved > He tha fad, Ye ſhall not 


cat 


veslc 4: 
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eat the blood becauſe it is the foul, might alſo have ſaid (if fo 


| fay the facrificial blood was a figure, becauſe it was uſed in the 
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it had pleaſed him, ) Tex ſhall not eat the fleſh. becanſe it ts 
the body. But of his mercie he permitted chem the fleſh, for 
the comfort of tkeir Bodies, and of his Soveraigaty and like x 
mercy, he reſtained the blood, for the inftruRtion of their ſouls, 
eyen as by other like ſhaddows he led them co Chrilt, If you 


worſhip of God upon the alcar, &. yer the common blood 
of all beafts was no figure,for thereof was no uſe in theworſhip 
of God z itis not of weigkt : for neither was there any uſe of 
ſwine or other urcleane Beaſts in the worſhip of God, yer 
were they all Types and figures, as the Scripture teackerh us, 
A.10,11,12, &c. and fo we haye before proved all blood = 
robe. Unto which proofs we will add this one reaſon further, 
and ſoconclude this point. 

The reſtraint of blood before Chrifts comming, ſeemeth to 
be tor the honour of the Son , in whom and by whom the 
Father would give all good things to his Church , both for 
ſoul and body ; and without whom we have no right to an 
thing,having loft our Soveraignty by Adams fall, And firſt, guts. 
for ſpiritual things, Pay] teacheth us that the Revelation of 25,26, 
the myſtery (of the Goſpel and mans ſalvation) was kept 
ſecret ſince the world began, till now (under Chriſt) 5 « 
opened and publiſhed among all nations by the ſcriptures of 
the Prophets, at the commandmeact of the everlaſting God. Rerc.s. 
None in heayen or in earth could open: the book, or looſe the: 
ſeales, but that Lyon of the Tribe of F#da : And as heavenly, 
ſo earthly things are looſed and reftored by Chriſt, Before 
his.comingthe Land of Canaas was Gods peculiar poſſeffion, 
and the Jews his choſen Heritage: now all the eads of the earth 
are given to Chriſt, a(l peoples and nations are his , no'differ- 
ence either of Jew or Gentile, male or female, freeman or ſer- 
vant, Inlike fort men were debarred of many earthly Crea-= 
tures before his coming, aad were nourtured as Children/un- Gal.3. 24. 
der the School-Maſter of the law, with 7onch not, tate not, ng 
handle not .and the like reſtraints : But now all power is given - _ ev | 
ro Chriſt in heaven and in earth ; all things are pur in ſub- p@1.s.s. 
jeion under his feet, ſheep and oxen 211 of them, yea and the 1-Cor.r5, 

| Beaſts 27+ 


Gal.3. 28, 


x Cor. 3.21, 
22.Gal.4. 
7.Rom.$. 
175.Col. 2. 
16.Kom.14, 
14. Marth, 
15,18, 


ilTim. 4.15 


Gal.z, Fo 


verſe 5, 

verſc 24. 
verſe 20, 
verſe 39. 
verſe 21, 
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Beaſts cf the field, the fowls of the air and the fiſhes of the lea; 


and now allo by Chriſt all things are made ours, we being the 
heirs of God through him ſo that no man may condema us for 
meat cr drink ; for we know and are perſwaded through the 
Lord Jeſs, that there is noikirg uncleane of ir ſelf, neither can 
any tlicg that goeth in at the mouth Cefile the man. We may 
eat the ſoul of the Beaſt aſwel as the body, for the earth us 
the Lords, aud theplenty thereof. 1 Cor.10.25.26. This 
honour hath the Father given to the Son, and the Son to all the 
Saiats. Wherefore we conclude, that this torbidding of any 
meat, eyen of blood, derogateth from the power and liberty of 
Chriſt, which he hath given to all that believe in bis name, and 
fo it is a falſe and pernitious DoQtrinegeven a DoQtrine of devils, 


3. G2l-4-9- 35 Paw calleth it,turning men back from Chtiſt,to the begger- 


ly rudiments and types of the Law, But you ſay, If it had any 
jot of Type or ceremony in it the Apoſtles would never have 
forbidden it to the Gentiles no not for an hour, fer that bad 
been to bring them into bondage. 


It remaineth therefore that now we examine your third rea- 


ſon, and fee what it was that they forbad the Gentiles, and for 
whoet cauſe. : 

In the 18, of the As it was determined that thoſe Gen- 
tiles whom certaine Phariſees had troubled with words, and 
cumbred their miads, ſhould be writer unto to abſtain from 
pollutions of Idols (that is, things offered to Idols) avd forni- 
cation, and the firangled thing, and from blood : The rea> 
ſon hereof is alſo ſhewed to be this ; For Moſes from old 
times bath them that preach him in every city, being read 
in the Synagogues every Sabbath, Now the occation of this 
EdiR, and the end thereof, with all other Circunattances of the 
fame, and the praRtice of che Apoſtles and Churches after- 
wards, all plainly teach us , that this was no permanent law; 
but for the preſent time and occafion ; not for any unlawtu!neſs 
in the Creatures themſelyzs , of Idolathites, ftangled things, or 
blood, bur for bearing with the Fews which were ſo zealous of 
Moſes law, and for the quiet of the Church® And this we 
confirm by theſe reaſons, | 

I, Becauſe we find not that ſuch abſtinence from meats 
Was 
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_ NN 
was ever taught by any of the Apoſtles before this preſent time 
and occafion ; which if they had been permanent,and not legal 
ſhadows , we are to think they would haye preached with 
other DoArines of the fZolpel. 

I. In the diſputation abour this Queſtion, Petey calleth the verſe x0. 
DoRtine by them urged a tempting of God, a yoke not able verſe 12, 
to be born. Pauland Barnabas confirme it , by telling the 
wonders that God had done among the Gentiles by them, 
without exception or mention of this DoQtrine of blood, &c. 
then James approveti ia like manner Peters words , and verſc os 
would not have the Gentiles troubled, bur onely written uaco EP 
about theſe things , and makeih the reading of Aoſes in the 
Synzgogues,a reaſon thereof ; ſo that the Fews which had been 
accultomed to Moſes law from old time , were ſubje& to be 
offended with theſe things; whoſe weakneſs was to be born 
withall ſo much as might be , 8s the Apoſtles did reach by 
their own example ; for which, ſee AfFs 21,20,21,23,24- 

1 Cor.9,20. 

3. The Apoſtle Pax! having occaſion to deal afrerwards 
with che Church of Corinth abou: one of the things here men= , ©, g 
tioned, namely meats ſacrificed to Idols , doth plainly teach __ 
that they might eat ſuch meats , if ir were nor to the offence of 
any mans conſcizace ; making this his ground, rhat all things 
were lawful for him , but not all things expedient or edify- 
ing, Cor.10.23. Wherefore any things ſold in the ſhambles 
they might buy and eat, and whatſoever was ſez before them 
at an unbelicyers Table they might eat, asking no queſtion for 
conſcience ſake ; ſo' that neither things Gcrificed to Ido!s 
(whereof he there treateth) nor Rangled, nor blco4 , nor 
whatſoever eiſe that migtt be prepared at an Tofidels bar quer, 
could defile rhe with the cating, or Troubletheir confciznce 2 
and this he proveth by Sciip:ure 3 for gfe carth 8 the Lords, verſez 6. 
ard the plenty thereof + winth teftimeny of David, if it be Plal24-T. 
of weight ro prove we my 23 any meat (as the Apoſtle al- 
ledgeth it to tharend) then may we eatchings ſacrificed to, © , 24, 
Idols, and firasgled, 2-d ood, becrut they area part of the ,2. 1Cor. 
plenty of the earth, all h.ch is tne Lords, and by Chriſt curs. 8.28. 

Buc for the cficnce of others ke faith, Eat it xet ; And why?be- 
cauſe 


veiſe 25, 
verſe 27, 


Verſe 4. 


= 


=_ 


cauſe of him that ſhewed it (faith he) ahd for that other mans 
Conſcience, not thine own ; adding withall, For why ſhould 
my liberty be condemned of another mans conſcience ? 
whereby he evidently teacheth , that it is our Chriſtian liber= 
ry toeat any thing, even meat ſacrificed to Idols 53 which yer 
was one of the things forbidden in the 15 of the 4s. And 
would we have a better expounder of that decree then an A- 
poſile, and one that was preſent and imployed in that buſineſs, 
and knew well the occafioa and end of ſuch writing to the 
Gentiles , as then was, which by this his Epiltle he maketh ſo 
plain, as none of any Judgment need doubt what was meant ? 

Now for your ObjeRions z where firſt you ſay , If it had 
had any jot of type or ceremony , the Apoſtles wonld not 
have forbidden it to the Gentiles for an bony : 

We anſwer, that neither did they in that ſencethat you al- 
ledge, from Gal.2.5, which was a bringing into bondage, 
and Joofing the truth of the Goſpel g but in another regard, 
for ay weakneſs of their brethren, chey would , did,and 
migits, 

For Pax! an Apoſtle writing to the Romans which were 


Rom.15.1. Gentiles, ſaith , #/e which are ſtrong enght ro bear the in- 


Chap. 14, 


4 20,21. 


I Cor.,1o, 


firmities of the weake : and againe, Al things indeed are 
pure, but it ts evil for the man that cateth with offence ;, 
it ts good neither to eat fleſh, nor drinks wine, nor any thing 
whereby thy brothey is offended, Aad to the Geatiles ot 
Corinth (as betore is ſhewed) he faith, Ea? not meat ſacri- 
ficed to 1dols, for the conſcience of bim that ſheweth thee. 
And himſelf gave an example , who becauſe of the Jews that 
were zealous of the law , purified himſelf, and offered in the 
Temple (As 21.2426.) which we think you will not deny 
were types and fignres, 

Next, whereas you ſay touching x Cor.9,20. that Paw! 
became a Jew to the Jew, &c. bur he became not a Jew to 
the Gentiles 3 and it chis thing were ceremonial, he mult needs 
be counted to become a Jew to the Gentiles , contrary to his 
own DoQtrine and practiſe, Ga/2.5. You ſhew no reaſon of 
this your aflertion ; yea, the contrary is moſt plain, in that 
the Commandment, AZ#s.1 5. was in the Jews behalf, _ 
t 
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the Gentiles were to bear _ according to Paws cxample, 
and wich him to become Jews to the Jews, that they mighr 
fave and not offend them. Ir is you rather that are become 
a Jew to the Gentiles, whiles you thus obſerye, aod urge all 
Chriſtians of the Gentiles co obſerve che Jewiſh Types and 
ſhadows, 

Unto 1 Tim.4-.4.where Pavl ſaith, Every creature of God 
& goed, and nothing ought to be refuſed, &c, you anſwer, 
that Chriſtians liberty there ts all one and the ſame, which 
God gave to Noab, no more nor no leſs, whea he faich, Gen, 
9 3. Every thing that moveth and liveth ſhall be meat for 

0H. 

: It is ſtrange that you will chus write 3 For upon that libere 
ty given to Noah, there is preſently reſtrayned, even in expreſs 
words, the blood of all beafts, butin this place of Pal, every 
c1eature is permitted , without any manner reſtraint, either in 
exprefle words, or by any neceſſary ColleFion : fo that except 
you-wil: deny blood to be a creature , you cannot deny it to be 
permicted there of Paul. Neither are his words drawn by us 
turcher then himſelf ; and other places of Scripture do allow : 
tor we have ſhewed many Scriptures that confirm this evident 
truth, Bur chen we mult needs affirm (you ſay) that Pawn 


this behalf was yea, yea, with the reſt of the Apoſtles, in 


Als x5. and by himſelf nay, way, in his Epiſtles to Timothy 
and Titxs, We anſwer, there is no need thus to zh me ;; for 
Le was yea yea, in Aﬀs. 15. for the weakneſs of his bre- 
thren (as before is proy2d) and fo he alwaies continued, even 


in his Epiſtles : He was #ay, xay,2gainſt obſerying leeal Types, g.,Q 1, 


as touching the things themfclves, both in the Alts of the + Cor. 197 
Apoſtles, and ia bis written Fyilties. But you that would Chap.rs » 


bring us b=ck tothe ordin1nc25 of M:ſes, and would burthen 


us with trabitions of Touch not, tafte xt, handle not, «re in 1 


this your error may #4p NI onely 0 the Epiitles of Part, bur, 
alia tO a}! otter Scriptures as natit deer proved, 

Finally, where you aliedge re co firmartion of that decree 
LE15. was ratified by Paw! hinſclt, AF.21. afcer cat 
the Ev.ftleg of Timethy and Titzy xcre written, and theres 
upoua would infertes that his words 11 thoſe Epiltles are drawe 
further 


To Curin, 
Gal. Col, 
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further then he intended ; it is before atſwered ahd proyed, 
that the decree you mention, was but for the time, and for the 
quier of the Church , and for che bearing with the Jews ; bur 
the DoRtrines in Pawls Epiſtles are perpetual, and do concern 
the creatures thermfelves,and our liberty inChriſt to uſe them. Sa 
that nothing which you haye ſaid can turne away the eyideat 
force of theſe Scriptures , which-as a ſharp ſword do wound 
and cut down this Jewiſh error, which you tothe hurt of your 
own ſoul, and trouble of the Church, have reaewed in theſe 
laft dayes 3 whereof we pray God co giye you a fight, and 
Chriſtian ſorrow for the ſame. 

In the next place, you write of [dol/athites, or meats facri- 
ficed to Idols, more briefly and more fearefylly, as ſeeming to 
have a Check in your own conſcience. For we agree (you ſay) 
in one thing, that xo Chriſtian may eat them in the [dol- 
temple, but inthe ſecond point we differ , that ſome will 
eat them when they be brought from thence, though it be 
ſhewed them, that they are ſacrificed to Idols, not caring 
who be offended, &c. though the conſciencs of hin that ts 
offended ſhould ftay him and his conſcience from eating of 
it, 4s it 8 written, 1Cor.8.13.& 10.28,29,30. 

And is the difference between us but in this ſecond point of 
eating with offegce, as you would pretend > Then we hope 
you will not blame them that eat without ſuch offence. Then 
1s not the thing of it ſelf unlawful , but in regard of the Cir- 
cumſtance ; and we which live here, and are not offenſive one 
to enother for eating ſuch things, may lawfully cat them , by 
your own grant. And thus alſo you yeeld up one of your 
chiefelt forts of your error, to-wit, the EdiRt in the x 5 of the 
ARs;tor there Idolathices were as fully and abſolutely forbid- 
den as blood : whereupon it followeth, chat if Idolathices were 
forbidden bur in regard of offteading others, then blood alſo 
was forbidden but in the ſame regard. Thus the truth in- 
forceth you in ſome ſort toyeeld : ſn ſome ſort (we lay) for 
you make no full nor free acknowledgment. You write not 
it us lawfulto cat them, if it be without offence of others, 
reither do you plainly avouch (much lefle prove) the contrary, 
though both before and after you beyray you errogiouſly 

EY hold 
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hold the cofitrary. Before, you faid you will not 
willingly eat meat ſacrificed to Idols + and after, when 
ou alledge the law of the damned thing, Dexr. 123. and 
lay that the places to Timothy and Titxe are miſalledged in 
this behalf, as for blood : we have before ſpoken of that 1 5 of 
the As, and by comparing it with this place of Pas!, 1 Cor, 
10-23. & c. have proved it to be tho minde of the holy Ghoft, 
not to forbid thoſe meats in regard of themſelyes , but for the 
preſent peace of the Church in bearing with the weake, And 
ſo plaine is the evidence of this Scripture for it, that your ſelf . 
{which are ſo diligetit to amoye all doubtsas you leaye not the 
ſcruple of fiſhes blood unanſwered) yer can fay nothing at all 
acaigft this. Wherefore we reli in-that which bath been al. 
ready ſaid concerning it. But you alledge that law, Dent.x 3, 
I7- There ſhall cleave none of the damned thing to 
thine band ;, and ſay theſe things are ſocalled ; wherein you 
quite miſtake and 'miſapply the Scripture 2 For 1.- That law 
is made for ſuch as being of the Church ſhould revolc from 
God, ard fall to Idolathites, verſe 12. 2, Not onely the 
Beafts, but the men alſo, with all that they had , were co be 
flaine, and utterly deſtroyed ; the City to be burac with fire, 
and made an heape foreyer, and might not be builr againe, 
verſe 15,16, 3. Not onely the beaſts, but all other ſubſtance 
of thoſe Idolaters were alike damaed things; neither were they 
onely forbidden to eat the fleſh, but co have or uſe any of their 
Catccl aliye'or dead : for nothing of that damned thing mighr 
cleaye totheir hand, verſe 17, But ſuch is not the eltate of 
meats offered to Idols ; for they may be bought and ſold in 
the ſhambles, 1Cor.10.,25. they may be caten eyen at an 
Infidels Table, without ſcruple of cooſcierce, verſe 27. Be- 
cauſe the earth'is the Lords'and the plenty thereof ,and the [ol 
is nothing, 1 Cor. 844-& 16.19, and {ocaanot defile the goed 
creature of the Lord.' Therefore what Tod by his word hath 
ſarQified,call not you uaclean or damned Afts 1 0.14. 

Laftly, you refer us ro your anſwer by As 21.15, uto 
the places of Pani to Timothy and Tis, tor this, as well a5 
for blood, And we which before have ditcuffed this potor, re- 
fer you againe to that which we there wrote in ieturation there- 
of, GA As 
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Serang- As for thingsſtrangled, you count them av one thing with 


ltd. the blood from it, it leawfſnl (you ſay) tobe eaten, This 


is all you write of ic. And we, which before haye proved char 
blood was a figure, and may now beeaten of any Ctiiftian, 
have thereby alſo proved it lawful to eat of the ftrangled things 
which is not otherwiſe unlawful , but for the blood, by your 

own Confeſſion, 
There is yet another place miſalledged (you ſay) by the 
ignorant againſt all theſe things z and that « Rom. 14.17. 
that the Kingdome of God confifteth not in meats and 
drinks, &c. which place by Paul (as you affirme) was al- 
together alleadged againſt them that did eat with offence, 
and not at all againſt them that did not eat, or were offend- 
edwith cating ſuch things. Doubtleſs this place was not al- 
leadged ſo ignorantly as you have anſwered it z for though 
Panl applied it to the preſent particular occaſion , yer the 
poſition is general, and for ever true , that Gods Kin F ak P 
wot meat or drinks ; wherefore as it was applyed by the A- 
_m againſt them, ſo may it by us againſt you : For you 
y your Letter would teach us the contrary, that the kingdom 
of God conſiſteth (ifnot in drink, yet) in mea:s,as Idolathites, 
and ſtrangled, and blood ; whichyou now urge as a DoQrine 
Mark 1.14 Of the Goſpel {which is the Goſpel of Gods kiagdom) to be 
Mar.23.38 obſerved of all Chriſtians (which are the Children of thac 
Plalm 2. 6 kingdom) as in obedience to Chriſt (who is the King of that 
kingdome, And ſeeing the Law and the Prophets were to 
Luk.16.16 Jobs BaptiFF , and fince that time the kingdome of God is 
AQts 28.38 preached , and Pas. a chief laborer in, and preacher of thac 
kingdome, hath taught.us that it is not meat and drink, know- 
Rom.14.14 ing and beip g perſwaded in the Lord Jeſus, that nothing is un- 
cleanein it ſelf, and therefore willeth us to eat whatſoever is 
ſold or ſer before us , without any ſcruple of conſcience : we 
cannot henceforward (if you perſiſt thus co teach) efteeme you 
herein for a Preacher of the kingdome of God, bur of the rudi» 
ments of the Law ; and burdenous traditions ; yea , of the 
DoAtine of Devils ( and ſo of the kingdome of Satan) as it is 
called by the holy Ghoſt, 1 T1-x,4.1,3, 


x Cor, 10 


blood + for if the thing firangled, were killed by letting 


* 
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Againe you ſhculd lads £4 2 ceneral DoRAiine {ſuch as 

is that poſition of Pan, Rem 14.17.) may be 199lied to all 
particular timesgplaces and perſons,as occ2ſinn is offe e5, which 

if you will notlearne of Paul, who applied thoie wo; of 
David, The earth w the Lords , &c, to his parceeular Do OY 
Qrine of meats, whereas David himieit rover lo alieadgr a or 
applied then ,' yer -learne it (at leaft wiſe) of your (hIf, who a 
little before alleadged the law of the damoed thing , frum 
Demt.13, againſt eating of meats off+1<6 ro 14ols, tt-oug'y it 
were not by Moſes alleadged to chzt end , neither can by any 
at this day be ſo applied, as before we ſhewed. 

And as you teach contrary to Pax/s D: cine uno the Ro- 
mans ; (0 to you the hke to that which he taught the Cerinrbs. 
For will you ſay unto usin Amfterdam, as ht (3id to them in 
Corinth , What (oever is ſold in the ſhambles, eat; and 
what ſoewer us ſet before you by an nnbeliever, eat makirg 
»o queſtion for conſcience ſake ? Then may we eat both 
blacd and ſtrangled, ſeeing ſome ſuch things are often ſold and | 
ſer on Table before us. Bur you by your Letter would have us . , _ ., | 
crouch ao Idolathites, eat no ftrangled. calic noblocd , and this © * 
you teach as firme aud a ſure Doftrine to this day as avy | 
gather teſtimony of holy Scriptures, to be obſerved of all the ? 
rue faithful, till the coming of cur Lord Feſme Chriſt, 

Aad if this be fe, then ic behoyeth us to ask many quett.ons + 
for conſcience ſake, otherwiſe thes Pay! taught, For we muſt 
enquire at the ſhambles touching every * lictle beaſt & bird hat *,, con; 5, 
we buy, whether ic were duely flaine or no, and the blood let &c. 
out, according tothe law, Levit.19.13. Art every lirangers 
table that we come , we mult do the like , both for Rrargled 
things and blood , which often is mixed wich cther meats , 
eſpecially of brochs , wkerein meat aot throughly cleanſed of 
the blood,! is boiled 2 Yea , we muſt come to the Jews ſuper- 
ſticion, that buy nor their fleſh at the ſhambles of the Geailes, 
but flay them themſelyes, for the perfeR lerting our the blood ; |: 
for otherwiſe we may offend like the Iſraclices in the days of 
Saxl, 1 Sam.14-32 33:34, 

Thus as Paw! taught a Doctrine of Chriſtian liberty acd 1 Cor. 10. 
comfort for the conſcience in meats and drinks, fo you teach a 29 
DoRtine 


1 Cor.10 
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Mark 9.17 


verſe 22 


_ A 
DoAtrine of bondage, yea of fear and doubt, and diftration 
of Soul (:7hiles you urge abſtinence from theſe things, even as 
any other DcArine of the Goſpel.) 

The Lord Jeius which caſt out that dumb ſpirit that regt and 
tare the poſſeſſed mans body , and threw him to the ground, 
and ſometimes into the fire, ſometimes into the water, eaſt oue 


i Tim.4, x by his grace this ſpirit of error from you, that thus diftraRterh 


Heb, 13.9 


and tortureth the conſcience, and cafteth it down to earthly 
traditions, and rudiments of the world. * At the leaſt, he pre» 
ſerye us and all his from it, and Rtablih out hearts with grace, 
not with meats, in which they have not been profited that haye 
walked. Ems F 
Theſe things have we written (according to the meaſure of 
grace given unto us) for your good and reclaiming (if ſuch be 
the will of God) which we defire * If not, yet for the eonfir- 
mation of others in the truth and liberty of Chriſt, and dif 
charge of our duties before him 5 who as he hatin mercie 
vouchſafed us the kingdome of his grace here on earth;, fo 
let him in like mercie give us and all his people in duetime, 


the kingdome of his glory in the heavens. Amen. 


The Elders of the” Engliſh Chutch 


Amſterdans, 
Mon.1 2.7. at Amſterdam , ſubſcribing'iin the 
1603. name and with conſent of the whole 


Church. 


Fran: Tehiſoa, _ Studley. 
Hent: Ainſworth. & S Stanſhal Mercer. 
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